Police nix meeting near world leaders; Public forum 6

kilometres from Montebello too close for comfort
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olice have derailed plans for a
Ppublic forum on the Security

and Prosperity Partnership
that was to take place six kilometres
from where the leaders of Canada,
Mexico and the U.S. will gather
next month for a summit.
Several weeks ago, the Council of
Canadians put down a $100 deposit
to rent the community centre in Pap-
ineauville, not far from the summit
site in Montebello, for the public
forum.
The forum was scheduled for Aug.
19, the day before Prime Minister
Stephen Harper, U.S. President
George W. Bush and Mexican Presi-
dent Felipe Calderon are due to start
two days of meetings on the security
partnership, a controversial initia-
tive aimed at more closely aligning
the three countries in a variety of
areas.
But Brent Patterson, the council’s
director of organizing, said a Pap-
ineauville official called late Tues-
day to say the RCMP, the Surete du
Quebec and the U.S. army would
not allow the municipality to rent
the facility to the council for the
planned forum.
Mr. Patterson said Frederic Caston-



