


In order to persuade people to spend up
to 3,000 times as much as they spend
on tap water, bottled water companies
advertise their products as a “safer and
healthier” alternative. Nothing could be
further from the truth. Regulation of tap
water is far more stringent than regula-
tion of bottled water, which is inspected
on average only once every three years.
Municipal tap water is tested continu-
ously during and after treatment.

Increasingly, Canadians are moving back
to the tap and rejecting bottled water. A
growing number of Canadian municipali-
ties, school boards and other institutions
are banning the sale and purchase of
bottled water in their facilities and at
their events.

PRONMOTING PUBLIC

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE
AND SERVICES

Drinking water services have important
public health and environmental impli-
cations. Protecting the public interest
requires public control and autonomy.

Accountability is lost when municipalities
look to public-private partnerships (P3s)
for water delivery. Despite the evidence
that P3s are more expensive, financially
risky, less effective and unaccountable,
the federal government is aggressively
pushing privatization as a prerequisite
for federal infrastructure funding. The
Harper government’s “Building Canada”
infrastructure plan requires governments
seeking $50 million or more in federal
project contributions to consider privati-
zation through a costly and time-consum-
ing P3 review.

THE FUTURE OF WATER

The economic crisis should force us to
rethink the wisdom of relying on the
precarious market system for providing
essential services such as water treat-
ment and distribution. When it comes to
water services we cannot afford to give
corporations a stake, only to have them
pull out when the deal is no longer lucra-
tive. We need a model for our water that
puts the public interest and the environ-
ment ahead of corporate profit. It’s time
to turn our communities “Blue.”

For more information about the Blue
Communities Project and ways you can
support public water, visit our website
at www.canadians.org/water, or email
bluecommunities@canadians.org.

Meera Karunananthan is the National Water
Campaigner for the Council of Canadians.
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Students from Napanee District
High School did their part to
promote public water this past
World Water Day. They agreed to
a voluntary bottled water ban and
signed a hand-painted tap water
pledge promising to drink tap
water.

Youth Ban the Bottle

on

Students at Napanee District
High School in Napanee,
Ontario, ditched the bottle
for World Water Day.

Inspired by the Council’s work to

raise awareness about the perils

of bottled water, students with the
school’s Environmental Club held an
event to mark World Water Day on
March 22, 2009. The event was one of
more than 50 that took place across
the country as part of the Council of
Canadians’ national day of action for
World Water Day.

Students agreed to a voluntary bottled
water ban on their school grounds,
and over one lunch hour, all 1,200
formed a huge perimeter around the
school and did “the wave” to show
their support for public water.

In the lead-up to the Napanee event,
students picked up empty water
bottles from the school grounds.
“We were just astonished at how
many water bottles we found,” said
Lori Snider, a parent volunteer at

the school and Council of Canadians
member. The bottles were put togeth-
er in one massive form, showing the
waste that is produced when people
buy packaged water.

Snider was happy to see her three
children, Ellie, Benny and Curtis, all
get involved. Ellie painted the large
murals that students signed pledging
to ditch bottled water and drink only
tap water, while her brothers helped
gather the empty bottles and hand out
information.

“We were trying to find creative ways
to educate students and get them
thinking,” said Snider. “We wanted
them to realize that [bottled water] is
a big problem that’s happening now
and it’s important to care.”

Snider feels the event had an impact.
“You could tell [the students] were
thinking about it more, and then they
are going to have an impact with
their friends,” she said. “Maybe the
next time they see someone drinking
bottled water they can help educate
them.”
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