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Burnaby, B.C., 
Becomes Canada’s  
First Blue Community

Dorothy Corney, an early member 
of the Red Deer chapter of the Council 
of Canadians, died on February 5 at 
the age of 87. The Red Deer Advocate 
reported, “She was a lifelong friend of 
Tommy Douglas, personal secretary to 
former Manitoba Premier Ed Schreyer 
and a thorn in the side of anyone who 
would tread on the rights of others.”

In the late 1980s she led the cam-
paign to have Red Deer declared a 

nuclear-free zone, gathering enough 
signatures on a petition to force a 
plebiscite during municipal elec-
tions, where the overwhelming 
majority of voters cast a ballot in 
favour of the declaration.

Dorothy spent years working for 
the issues that were important to 
the Council of Canadians. She was 
on the phone regularly informing 
people of Council of Canadian activ-

ities, encouraging people to attend 
Council events and to be involved 
in issues important to Canadians. 
In addition to her activism, Dorothy 
was generous in her support of the 
Council of Canadians and had been 
a member of the Council’s Citizens’ 
Agenda Fund. 

We extend our condolences to her 
family and friends.

The Council of Canadians and CUPE were 
on hand to help celebrate as Burnaby, 
British Columbia, became Canada’s first Blue 
Community on the eve of World Water Day.

In Memoriam

Launched in 2009, the Blue Commu-
nities Project is a joint national effort 
between the Council of Canadians and 
the Canadian Union of Public Employ-
ees, as well as Eau Secours in Québec. 
It is based on the premise that water 
is a “commons” or public resource 
that should be managed and distrib-
uted according to environmental and 
social justice principles.

Municipalities are on the frontlines 
of the Canadian water crisis. They 
are responsible for the treatment 
and distribution of water at a time of 
increased water shortages and water 
contamination. They must maintain 
extremely high drinking water stan-
dards even though the federal govern-
ment fails to provide adequate fund-
ing for much-needed infrastructure 
upgrades and maintenance. Municipal-
ities currently face a $31 billion deficit 

in water infrastructure funding, and 
one-quarter of our municipalities have 
faced water shortages in recent years.

The Blue Communities Project is 
about giving municipalities and com-
munity activists the tools and resourc-
es to protect water resources and 
promote publicly owned and operated 
water services by adopting a water 
commons framework. 

A municipality can become a Blue 
Community by recognizing water 
as a human right, promoting pub-
licly financed, owned and operated 
water and wastewater services, and 
banning the sale of bottled water 
in public facilities and at municipal 
events. Burnaby, located just east of 
Vancouver in British Columbia, has 
now adopted municipal resolutions 
confirming these principles.

“This is a real victory for water in Burn-
aby, and is a result of many dedicated 
people getting organized for water jus-
tice in their community,” said Harjap 
Grewal, B.C.-Yukon Regional Organizer 
for the Council of Canadians.

The certificate presented to the City of 
Burnaby, signed by Council of Canadians 
National Chairperson Maude Barlow and 
CUPE President Paul Moist, notes that 
a Blue Community “is one that treats 
water as belonging to no one, and the 
responsibility of all. Because water is 
central to human activity, it must be gov-
erned by principles that allow for reason-
able use, equal distribution and responsi-
ble treatment in order to preserve water 
for nature and future generations.” 

Congratulations to local chapter activ-
ists and to Burnaby, B.C. residents for 
this important recognition!

(Left-right) Council of Canadians chapter activist Elsie Dean, 
Burnaby Mayor Derrick Corrigan, chapter activist Elizabeth 
Briemberg, and CUPE-BC researcher Robin Roff pose for a 
picture with the certificate that proclaims Burnaby’s title as 
Canada’s first “Blue Community.”


