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Council of Canadians chapters have 
been active in communities across 
Canada protecting public health care, 
working to stop the Energy East pipe-
line and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) 
terminals, standing up for democra-
cy, and calling for a national inquiry 
on murdered and missing Indigenous 
women. Here are a few highlights.
 
Protesting health cuts
The London and Windsor-Essex chapters 
have been working to stop the pro-
posed closure of the obstetrics unit at the 
Leamington District Memorial Hospital. If 
the provincial government closes this ser-
vice, pregnant women would need to trav-
el 50 kilometres to deliver their babies at 
a hospital in Windsor. The Windsor-Essex 
chapter participated in a strategy meeting 
to stop this, while the London chapter 
recently took part in a protest outside 
the constituency office of Ontario Deputy 
Premier Health Minister Deb Matthews.

Pipeline “Our Risk – Their Reward”
Numerous chapters have been organiz-
ing against the Energy East pipeline. The 
Calgary chapter joined with allies outside 
the National Energy Board (NEB) office to 
demand that it consider climate change 
when making its recommendation to the 
federal government about the pipeline. 
The Winnipeg chapter spoke at a press 
conference to say the NEB process would 
be “illegitimate” if it didn’t include cli-
mate change in its review. The Saint John 
chapter helped local residents fill out the 
application form to speak at the NEB 
hearings on the pipeline. The Montreal 
chapter joined with thousands of students 
to march against the Energy East pipeline.

And the Thunder Bay chapter spoke 
against the pipeline at Ontario Energy 
Board hearings and issued a municipal 
election report card outlining where the 
various candidates stood on the project.
 
LNG pipedreams
Chapters in British Columbia have also 
been very active countering the provincial 
government’s agenda to promote LNG 
terminals and pipelines in their province. 
These projects would be highly water-con-
sumptive and emit huge amounts of car-
bon dioxide. Public forums were orga-
nized by chapters in Ladner, Powell 
River, Courtenay, Victoria, Nanaimo and 
Campbell River.
 
A musical twist on Harper
Chapters have also been highlighting the 
Harper government’s record as we move 
closer to the next federal election, expect-
ed on October 19. The Prince Albert, Red 
Deer and Northwest Territories chapters all 
hosted performances of the play “Stephen 
Harper: The Musical” in their communi-
ties. The one-person play is reminding 
audiences in a very entertaining way about 
the many negative actions taken by the 
Harper government since it first came to 
power in 2006.
 
We need an inquiry
Numerous chapters have been calling on the 
Harper government to hold an inquiry into 
missing and murdered Indigenous women. 
The Peterborough-Kawarthas chapter part-
nered with Indigenous allies to write a joint 
letter to the editor in their local newspaper, 
while the Hamilton, Moose Jaw, Brant and 
St. John’s chapters also submitted letters to 
the editor. The Regina chapter helped get a 

municipal resolution passed that had their 
city council call on the Harper government 
to hold an inquiry. And the North Shore 
chapter highlighted the links between vio-
lence against Indigenous women in Canada 
and the oppression experienced by women 
in Guatemala often related to Canadian 
mining companies.

Interested in getting involved? Join a 
chapter near you! Find a full list of 
Council of Canadians chapters at www.
canadians.org.chapters, or call us toll-free 
at 1-800-387-7177 for more information.

Chapter 
Action 
Updates
Chapter activists Tara Seucharan, Amit Praharaj 
and Lynne Alton took part in the Act on Climate 
march in Quebec City in April to call on pre-
miers to take action to address climate change. 
Chapter members from Montreal, Fredericton, 
Moncton, York University, Toronto, Ottawa, 
Northumberland and Mid-Island (Nanaimo) par-
ticipated. The march drew close to 25,000 people.

In memoriam
The Council of Canadians is sad-
dened by the passing of Comox 
Valley chapter activist Gwyn Frayne. 
Gwyn’s activism with the Council of 
Canadians was noted in numerous 
campaign blogs. Notably, she spoke 
out against fracking, the Raven coal 
mine, high tuition fees for universi-
ty students, the Northern Gateway 
pipeline, the purchase of F-35 fight-
er jets, deep integration with the 
United States, and on many other 
issues. She was also a keen sup-
porter of the Peaceful Direct Action 
Coalition. Gwyn was a caring person 
who showed us all how to be an 
exemplary activist and who also gave 
us an enduring lesson in how to face 
our own mortality with courage. She 
will be deeply missed.

The Council of Canadians extends sympa-
thies and condolences to Gwyn’s family, 
friends and fellow chapter activists.


